
 
City of Freeport  

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING  

9:00 a.m./Council Chambers/Freeport City Hall  

June 12, 2018 Agenda 

 

The City of Freeport may take action on any matter during this meeting, including items that are not set forth within this agenda. 

 

In accordance with Section 286.26, Florida Statutes, persons with disabilities needing special accommodations to participate in this meeting should 

contact the City Clerk’s office at 850-835-2822 by 5:00 p.m. on the day prior to the meeting. 

 

No verbatim record by a certified court reporter is made of these proceedings.  Accordingly, any person who may seek to appeal any decision involving 

the matters noticed herein will be responsible for making a verbatim record of the testimony and evidence at these proceedings upon which any appeal is 

to be based (see Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes). 
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I. Meeting Opened 

The June 12, 2018 Regular Council Meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Mayor Russ 

Barley. The meeting was held in City Council Chambers of Freeport City Hall. 

 

Council Members present:  Mayor Russ Barley, Councilwoman Elizabeth Brannon, 

Councilwoman Kasey Cuchens, Councilman Eddie Farris, Councilwoman Amanda Green, 

and Councilman William “Boots” McCormick 

 

Staff present: City Attorney Clay Adkinson, Finance Officer Sara Bowers, Water Department 

Office Assistant Stacy Ward, Parks Director Assistant Travis Digges, Planning Director 

Latilda Hughes-Neel, Planning Technician Elizabeth McCombs, and City Engineer William 

Menadier.  

 

II. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 

The invocation was given by Councilman Farris, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the 

American Flag. 

 

III. Recognition of Guests: None 

 

IV. Request for Placement on City Council Agenda 

1. Robin Battles – No wake signs on Four Mile Creek  

• Ms. Battles addressed the Council regarding the Resolution passed in January of 

2017 and would like to know the status.  City Attorney Adkinson informed the 

Council that he has contacted the County regarding the No Wake Zone.  Ms. 

Battles has contacted the County, and this is contrary to what she was told.  

Attorney Adkinson explained the process and where the City is currently in the 

process. The intent is to resolve the issue as soon as possible.  

 

2. Tammy Swack & Scott Smith – Large Water Bill  

• Ms. Tammy Swack addressed the Council requesting help with an approximate 

$3000.00 water bill that was caused by an underground leak.  An adjustment was 

made to the account in February bringing the bill down.  The current balance is 

approximately $2,000.00.  

 

Council Action:  Councilwoman Cuchens made a motion to wave $500.00 from the bill and the 

remaining balance is to be paid in a payment plan for an extended period of twelve months.  
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Councilwoman Brannon seconded the motion.   

 

Mayor Barley informed Ms. Swack that their regular monthly payment will still need to be made in 

addition to the payment.  

 

Public Comment:  Jay Odom advised the Council that Okaloosa County has an Ordinance in place 

for a one-time credit for catastrophic events.   

 

 All ayes, (Brannon, Cuchens, Farris, Green, McCormick); motion carried. 

 

V. Public Comment on Consent Agenda: None 

 

VI. Approval of Consent Agenda  

1. Bills Paid   

2. May 24, 2018 Regular Council Meeting Minutes  

 

Council Action:  Councilman Farris made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. 

Councilwoman Cuchens seconded the motion.  All ayes, (Brannon, Cuchens, Farris, Green, 

McCormick); motion carried. 

 

VII. Consideration of Additions/Deletions to Agenda: None 

 

VIII. Approval of Agenda  

 

Council Action:  Councilman Farris made a motion to approve the Agenda as presented.  

Councilwoman Brannon seconded the motion.  All ayes, (Brannon, Cuchens, Farris, Green, 

McCormick); motion carried. 

 

IX. Staff Reports 

A. Finance Department 

1. Council on Aging Billing Insert Request 

• Ms. Kay Grady requested approval of Council on Aging inserts to be mailed with 

the next billing cycle.   

• Finance Officer Sara Bowers advised that the cost would be approximately 

$300.00.   

• Councilwoman Cuchens suggested to waive $100.00 as we have for other non-
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profit entities.   

 

Council Action:  Councilwoman Cuchens made a motion to donate $100.00 toward the 

fees for the Council on Aging inserts to be included in the City customer billing.  

Councilwoman Brannon seconded the motion.  Four (4) ayes, (Cuchens, Brannon, Farris, 

Green); one nay, (McCormick); motion carried.    

 

B. Planning & Zoning Dept. 

1. Request for Staff Attendance of Florida APA State Conference in September  

• City Planner Latilda Hughes-Neel requested approval for the Planning Staff to 

attend the 2018 APA State Conference being held in West Palm Beach the second 

week in September.   

 

Council Action:  Councilwoman Cuchens made a motion to approve the Planning Staff to attend 

the Florida APA State Conference being held the second week of September 2018.  Councilman 

Farris seconded the motion.  All ayes, (Brannon, Cuchens, Farris, Green, McCormick); motion 

carried. 

 

2. Request permission to place Future Recreation Survey on web, in water/sewer bills 

• City Planner Hughes-Neel has been working with the Parks Department and the 

Parks & Recreation Board to obtain public input on the process to provide future 

recreation opportunities.  This would provide information about what the public is 

interested in as well as demographic information.   

 

Council Action:  Councilman Farris made a motion to approve the Planning Department to 

proceed with the Future Recreation Survey.  Councilwoman Brannon seconded the motion for 

discussion.  

 

• Council discussion ensued regarding a dog park area.  Staff will request public 

feedback.   

• Costs to insert the survey in the billing will not be incurred.    

• Public comment was made by Dana Weiler regarding the current Master 

Recreation Plan in place and a survey had been done during that process.  Weiler 

also mentioned the liability with having a dog park.   

 

 All ayes, (Brannon, Cuchens, Farris, Green, McCormick); motion carried. 
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3. Employee Sidewalk Estimate  

• Planner Hughes-Neel presented a rendering for the sidewalk to be installed between City 

Hall and the parking lot behind the Community Center.  The cost for the project would be 

$1500.00.  The Parks & Recreation and Water Department Staff will take care of the 

labor.   

 

Council Action:  Councilman McCormick made a motion to approve the sidewalk project behind 

City Hall for $1,500.00.  Councilwoman Green seconded the motion.  All ayes, (Brannon, 

Cuchens, Farris, Green, McCormick); motion carried. 

 

C. Legal Matters 

1. Grinder Pump Ordinance second reading and adoption. 

 

Council Action:  Councilwoman Cuchens made a motion to approve and adopt Ordinance No. 

2018-02, amending Ordinance 91-3, adding section 20-104, to the Freeport Florida, Municipal 

Code, said section to be entitled, “Requirements for Low -Pressure Service”, providing for 

severability, and providing an effective date.  Councilwoman Brannon seconded the motion.   

 

• Public Comment:  Theresa Kemp, owner of Beulah Trailer Park, requested the Council 

exempt their park with any new regulations until they can meet with the City Attorney 

regarding their septic issues.  Council discussion ensued. No action was needed regarding 

Ms. Kemp’s concerns.   

 

All ayes, (Brannon, Cuchens, Farris, Green, McCormick); motion carried. 

 

2. Rates Ordinance Executive Summary (Attached) 

• Attorney Clay Adkinson presented a Summary of the Proposed Capacity Fee Ordinance 

Process.  The summary addresses the completion of the process to adopt the Capacity Fee 

Ordinance prior to October 1, 2018.   

 

Council Action:  Councilman Farris made a motion to complete all Workshops related to updated 

terms for new fees to be assessed, and discontinuation of prior fees during the month of July 2018. 

Councilman McCormick seconded the motion.  All ayes, (Brannon, Cuchens, Farris, Green, 

McCormick); motion carried. 
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 3. Meeting Procedures 

• Attorney Adkinson presented the procedure to insure Public Participation in Meetings.  

The procedures will be brought back as a Resolution to the next meeting for approval.  

 

D. Engineering 

1. Brandon Oaks Subdivision – proposed use of impact fees  

• William Menadier presented two letters to the Council regarding the proposed use of 

impact fees.   

o Letter for use of Impact Funds for Grinder Pump Stations 

 

Council Action:  Councilman Farris made a motion to approve the use of impact fees as indicated 

in the first letter as presented.  Councilman McCormick seconded the motion.  All ayes, (Brannon, 

Cuchens, Farris, Green, McCormick); motion carried. 

 

2. Brandon Oaks Subdivision – Change order from H&T Contracting for water and 

wastewater utility improvements  

• William Menadier presented an opinion letter and change order from H&T Contractors for 

upgrades to the City’s water mains from 6” to 8” diameter and the addition of water main 

loops and tie in points in Brandon Oaks.  The total change order is $158,090.00.  Council 

discussion ensued, and this item will be added to the next Meeting Agenda.  

 

Council Action:  Councilwoman Cuchens made a motion to table the decision to use Impact Fees, 

for funding of the Change Order from H&T Contractors, in whole or in part, for additional 

segments of the approved Brandon Oaks project, to the next Regular Council Meeting.  

Councilwoman Green seconded the motion.  All ayes, (Brannon, Cuchens, Farris, Green, 

McCormick); motion carried. 

 

3. Chelco utility easement from the City for roadway relocation  

• William Menadier presented the Right of Way Easement located on the North ½ Block 11 

in the City of Freeport, Walton County, Florida, according to the map drawn by W.J. 

Stephens in 1901.  Deed Reference: O.R. Book 1592 Page 51 Parcel I.D. #: 15-1S-19-

23040-011-0020 for a new power pole. 

 

Council Action:  Councilwoman Brannon made a motion to approve the Utility Easement as 

presented for Chelco Power.  Councilman Farris seconded the motion.  All ayes, (Brannon, 

Cuchens, Farris, Green, McCormick); motion carried. 
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4. William Menadier updated the Council on a meeting held with Water Supervisor Tuggle, 

Sewer Supervisor Fawcett, Engineering Staff and the Mayor.  Supervisor Fawcett 

indicated that an emergency project needs to be brought forward regarding the 

replacement of a lift station.  A proposal will be presented at the next meeting.  Supervisor 

Tuggle addressed Kylee Laird Drive which also has an emergency project that will need to 

be brought forward regarding fire hydrants.  Cost estimates will be brought back to the 

next meeting.   Council discussion ensued and directed staff that these types of projects 

need to be brought to Council and budgeted prior to them becoming an emergency.  

 

E. Water Dept. 

1. Right of Way Maintenance  

• Mayor Barley advised that Larry is absent due to a few staff members being out and that is 

why he is not in attendance.  Larry has requested approval for staff to help with the 

mowing during the summer months.  

 

Council Action:   Councilwoman Brannon made a motion to approve the advertisement for 

additional help with mowing over the summer months.  Councilman Farris seconded the motion.  

All ayes, (Brannon, Cuchens, Farris, Green, McCormick); motion carried. 

 

X. Old Business 

1. Freeport Welcome Signs 

• William Menadier informed the Council that he has sent the request to the sign company 

to have the signs changed to read “Welcome to the City of Freeport”.    

 

2. Forensic Audit Letter of Engagement 

• Attorney Adkinson informed the Council that the letter of engagement has been revised by 

Marcum and they have complied according to Legal Staff’s request for revisions as 

previously approved by Council.  The letter is approved as to form by the City Attorney 

and is ready for the Mayor’s signature.  

 

XI. New Business 

A. Freeport Garbage Pick-Up  

• Attorney Adkinson informed the Council that the City is currently in a month to month 

rolling contract with Waste Management.  This franchise was transferred from Dayco to 

Waste Management in 2010.  The City may continue with a month to month agreement 

with Waste Management or advertise an RFP for services.   
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 Council Action:  Councilman Farris made a motion to approve Legal Staff to prepare 

specifications to go out to bid for garbage pick-up for the City of Freeport and present it at the 

next meeting. Councilwoman Brannon seconded the motion. All ayes, (Brannon, Cuchens, Farris, 

Green, McCormick); motion carried. 

  

B. FDOT Beautification Grant  

This item is tabled until the next Regular Council Meeting; no information was available.  

 

C. Florida Job Growth Fund Application  

• Councilwoman Cuchens advised the Council that this was not funded during the first 

cycle and the City can resubmit the application.  Another $85,000,000.00 is going to be 

available.  Engineer Knauer is going to attend a Workshop for this funding.   

 

D. Mayor Russ Barley 

1. Surplus Items to be Auctioned 

• Mayor Barley requested approval to auction off two (2) 2006 Chevy 1500s’.  A motion 

will be needed to designate them surplus and solicit sealed bids on the items. 

 

 Council Action:  Councilwoman Cuchens made a motion to designate the Water Department’s 

two (2) 2006 Chevy 1500s, 4.3 Engine, 2-wheel drive, standard cab trucks as surplus.  

Councilman Farris seconded the motion.  All ayes, (Brannon, Cuchens, Farris, Green, 

McCormick); motion carried. 

 

XII. Public Comment 

Dana Weiler approached the podium to address the Council regarding the Beautification Grant.   

 

Ms. Weiler also asked if employees will be given an option to resign before they are terminated 

from now on.  Attorney Adkinson advised that the Mayor has the authority to terminate when 

something is presented to him.  The Council likewise has the authority to terminate.  Nothing 

prohibits the Mayor from giving the choice to resign before an employee is terminated.   

 

James Bird approached the podium to address the Council regarding the traffic from Franks Cash 

& Carry on Jackson Street.  City Planner Latilda Hughes-Neel addressed the Council on what is 

being done by FDOT to correct the issue.  Council discussion ensued. The Mayor will sit down 

with Planner Hughes-Neel and Franks Cash & Carry to discuss the issue.  
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XIII. Adjournment 

 

 

Mayor Barley adjourned the meeting at 11:12 a.m.  
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